GURU AMUBI SINGH 





Babu Singh 


Guru Amubi Singh was born in 1881. His father Samu Singh Major, 
was well-known. In Maharaja Chandrakirti’s time he was one of the leading 
hanjaba (head) drummers at the palace. His mother, Sanachaobi, was also 
an accomplished dancer and singer. Thus he grew up in an atmosphere of 


culture. 


He played Krishna at the young age of five. Afterwards he became 
a leading dancer in Gosthalila and other lilas. He also learnt his father’s 
skill of martial arts. He learnt from various gurus at that time. His father was 
exiled to the Andamans when Amubi was very young. His mother died when 
he was only twelve. Afterwards he stayed with his father at Radhakund. 


On his return to Manipur he devoted all his time to studying under 
Ojha Jhulon Macha. He was given an opportunity to teach at the Govindji’s 
temple at the palace, and soon became a well known teacher. Maharaja 
Churachand sent him with a troupe of dancers to propagate Manipuri dance 
outside Manipur. 


A meeting with Uday Shankar led to his teaching dance at his centre 
in Almora for some time. He also became the first supervisor of the Jawahar- 
lal Nehru Manipur Dance Academy and helped shape the instit:tion. He 
has many dance compositions and books to his credit. 


After working for 15 years he retired, but continued helping the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance Academy as a visiting guru. He received 
the Nritya Guru Award from Manipur Sahitya Parishad, Sangeet Natak 
Akademi Award in 1956 and Padmashri in 1970. 


When I played role of Krishna at a Rasalila at the age of 12, Guru 
Amubi was the teacher. Since then I have been his disciple. When he was 
teaching in 1953 at Delhi, I served him and used to prepare food for him. 
In 1954, I was also employed as a junior teacher at the Jawaharlal Nehru 
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Manipur Dance Academy. I also assisted him in traditional Rasa training 
in various localities. I also received a fellowship to study under him during 
1970-71. 


With the Guru’s passing away, I am now looking after the Guru Amubi 
Nritya Vidyalaya which he founded. Following his command I am continu- 
ing to work in this institution and I am also trying to publish various songs 
and composition he had taught. 
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